
 

 

July 22nd, 2020 

 
Good morning Glen Rock, 

 

As shared at last night’s Board of Education meeting, I wanted to highlight 

some of the items that will be incorporated into Glen Rock’s Return to School 

plan that will be on the August 4th, 2020 Board of Education agenda for 

approval.  

The district plans for the following to be implemented for the health and safety 

of students and staff (please note that the below list is not inclusive and 

subject to modifications): 

 

● All students will be required to wear 3-ply masks, though there may be 

situations where students will be able to remove their masks. Examples 

include, but are not limited to, proper social distancing in the classroom, 

outdoor physical education, and individual student health concerns.  

● All staff will be provided a face shield and required to wear at a minimum 

3-ply masks. Replacements will be available in the nurse’s office in each 

school. Staff may also wear their own KN95 or N95 masks if they so 

desire.  

● All staff and students will be required to have their temperature checked 

prior to entering the building. We are purchasing temperature kiosks and 

handheld temperature gauges. 

● Parents will be required to complete a questionnaire daily, prior to 

student arrival and via a district purchased app, on symptoms related to 

COVID19. This questionnaire will include a home temperature check. 

● The district is in the process of hiring additional custodial staff whose 

main job will be to clean touch points, bathrooms, and classrooms 

throughout the day. The custodial staff will be responsible for wiping 



 

down elementary classroom desks between the AM and PM shift. In 

addition, the custodial staff is developing a COVID19 cleaning procedure 

manual for each school.  

● Hand sanitizing stations will be installed at all entrances, classrooms, 

and bathrooms.  

● Students in grades 6-12 will be given a hand sanitizing wipe when they 

enter the classroom that will be used to wipe down their desk and chair.  

● Signage will be posted throughout the buildings regarding social 

distancing, importance of washing hands and identifying one way 

hallways where feasible. 

● We will follow guidelines provided by the Bergen County Department of 

Health regarding contact tracing, quarantine rooms, and what to do in 

the event a student or member of the staff either exhibits symptoms or 

tests positive for COVID19. As of this memo, we still await said guidance. 

Once guidelines are disseminated they will be incorporated into the 

Return to School plan.  

The district is committed to the AM/PM schedule for K-5 and the A/B 

alternating schedule for 6-12. Please be advised that there may be minor 

changes to each schedule but the format and overall themes will remain the 

same. For example, one change has been to increase the time between the K-5 

AM/PM session to allow additional time for disinfecting. The tentative schedule 

for K-5 is as follows: 

● AM Session will be from 8:30 am - 11:08 am 

● PM Session will be from 12:40 pm - 3:18 pm 

We received word from the County Office yesterday that our submission is now 

due July 31st, 2020. We will use this additional time to review forthcoming 

DOE guidelines on the remote option that Governor Murphy announced this 

past Monday and the Bergen County Department of Health procedures for 

what to do when a student or staff member exhibits COVID19 symptoms or 

tests positive.  

Our plan is to inform parents on August 5th, 2020 their child’s AM/PM or A/B 

assignment. In addition, we will send out a survey to parents on August 5th, 

2020 asking them to inform the district of their desire to opt out of in person 

instruction. We also plan to post an FAQ for parents on August 5th as well.  



 

We know that you have many questions. We ask for your patience and allow us 

to continue to develop the plan and present at the August 4th meeting. Our 

hope is that the FAQ and specifics included in the plan will address many of 

your questions and concerns. Please be assured that your questions posed on 

the survey and in correspondence to administration and the BOE is reviewed 

and taken into consideration.  

I fully understand that these are trying times and the stress and anxiety level 

for all is at an all-time high. To be clear, neither I nor the Board of Education is 

mandating that schools open for in person instruction in September. As I’ve 

shared before, I am a parent. My wife and I struggle daily with all that my 

daughter has lost this spring and summer. She missed her softball season 

where she would have made varsity as the only freshman. She was unable to 

celebrate her quinceanera, a cultural tradition in my family that goes back 

generations. She missed out on attending and participating in the MLB All-Star 

game festivities where she was selected to catch the fly balls for the home run 

derby. We worry about her mental and physical health and wellbeing when she 

returns to school. I get it. The Board of Education gets it. These are trying 

times but I ask again for your patience and trust that we are doing everything 

we can to ensure a healthy and safe environment while creating the best 

possible learning environment for your children.  

We are Glen Rock Schools! 

Be well, 

 

Brett Charleston, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 


